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27th April 2020

To: Accredited Chamber CEOs in England
Via email 


Dear Chamber Colleagues

LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP / GROWTH HUB FUNDING

As you know, Local Enterprise Partnerships in England have been given an additional £10m to extend the work of Growth Hubs and other economic initiatives, as part of Budget 2020.

We have been made aware of a number of encouraging instances where LEPs are using these and other funding allocations to support the fantastic work being done by Chambers of Commerce to support local business communities across England as they grapple with the unanticipated impacts of Covid-19. 

It is my hope that more LEPs will follow these positive examples over the coming days, working with Chambers as their natural partners in the delivery of business and international trade support to local businesses. Given the fact that the Chamber and LEP Networks are looking at ways to enhance our cooperation – particularly on the challenges of economic re-start and recovery – it is my hope that more LEPs and Chambers can intensify their joint working over the weeks ahead. 

I would be grateful if you could keep the BCC team aware of examples where LEPs have backed their local accredited Chambers – and also of any cases where LEPs are not working ‘in sync’ with Chambers to help local business communities at this crucial time. Both types of examples (to policy@britishchambers.org.uk) will be very helpful in our discussions with ministers and senior civil servants at the highest levels. 

Yours ever, with thanks
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Adam Marshall
Director General
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